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President’s Message

After 50 yearsof existence (June4, 1959) the
Northeast Chapter of SWCS has decided to dissolve.
The Nebraska Chapter SWCS Board voted 10-0 on
April 24th, 2009, to include the current membersof the
Northeast Chapter asanew section of the Nebraska
Chapter. TheBoard decided thiswould beagood
opportunity to update our by-lawsto reflect theincluson
of the Northeast Chapter asanew sectioninthe Ne-
braska Chapter. The Board also made several proposed
changestoreflect the use of email and e ectronic methods
for communication among the Board and all SWCS
members. Inorder for these changesto becomeofficial,
they must be approved by amajority member vote.
Pleasetakethetimeto read through the proposed changes
that are posted on the Nebraska SWCSwebsite home
page (http://incol or.inebraska.com/dougg/swcy). If you
do not have accessto the document through theinternet,
please contact myself and acopy of the proposed changes
will bemailed toyou. After you have had achanceto
review the proposed changes, please respond with your
vote concerning the changesusing the By-L awvs Changes
Ballot included inthisNewd etter by June 8th, 20009.

Asusud, our Annua Meeting Committee has put
together agreat technica workshop and social meeting.
Thisyearsmeeting will beheldin Vaentine Nebraska June
10-12th. Thefocusof the meeting isonforest healthand
support needsfor fire management dueto theincreasein
forest firesacrossthenation. Themeetingistimely sinceit
allowsoneto view what happenswhen aforest, beit
Ponderosa, cedar or oak, isnot maintained and succumbs
towildfire. Themeeting also alows participantsto seethe
effectsof applied management techniquesand their effect
onforest health and therehabilitation of aforest after a
fire. Besureto check out the schedule of eventsand
consider stayinginthebeautiful Vaentineareabeforeor
after themeeting. Registration and agendainformationis
available onthe NebraskaSWCSwebsite. | encourage
youto securelocal lodging by May 10" asoutlinedin our
registration information. | hopeto seeasmany of you as
possibleinVaentine.

KrisEthridge

President

Foundation News

TheNebraska Soil & Water Conservation Founda-
tion (SWCEF) iscelebrating it's20thAnniversary thisyear.
The Foundation was chartered March 24, 1988 and the
first board of directorsweree ectedin 1989. All members
of the Soil & Water Conservation Society in Nebraskaare
members.

The Foundation has presented at | east one schol ar-
ship each year since 1989. It a so has helped fund severa
other special projectsstatewide.

Current Board Membersare: Val Bohaty president,
Corey Brubaker vice-president, Kris Reed secretary, Paul
Smith Treasurer & registered agent and Charles Reppert
member at large.

Donated fundsareinvested and managed by the
board of directors. The current market and interest rates
havereduced profitsthispast year however relatively
conservativeinvestments have been reduced | osses.

The Foundation presented aTinaCarlson Memoria
ScholarshiptoAustin Horn thisyear thanksto the gener-
osity of the Carlson Family. Thisaward will be continued.

Tax exempt donations can be madeto
SWCF. Sympathy & Honor cardsareavailableand area
major source of income.

Paul D. Smith

Treasurer & Registered.

Anita Nein presents Austin Horn the “ Tina Carlson Memorial Scholarship” .

http://incolor.inetnebr.com/dougg/swcs/
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SWCSSudent Scholarship Winners-
UNL Foundation Dec 2008

The Nebraska Chapters of the Soil and Water
Conservation Society haveascholarship fund at the
University of Nebraska- Lincoln Foundation. The
earningson thisinvestment fund enabled usto givetwo
$750 scholarshipsin December 2008.

Theyear 2008-2009 scholarshipwinnersare An-
drew Langemeier and Jared Mauler.

Andrew isaUNL senior mgoringinAgronomy and
Agribusiness. Hegrew up onafarm near Scribner,
Nebraska. Andrew statesthat thewise useand conserva-
tion of natural resourcesisvery important to thefuture
sustainability of our farm. Hehashadjobsasacrop
consultant, worked for alocal coop asasalesrepresenta
tiveand asacommodity risk intern and also workson the
family farm. Hecurrently isateaching ass stant for
Introductionto Plant Science 131. Hehopestofinda
career inagronomy and farming. Andrew’sgrandfather
Richard Langemeier appeared in our November newd et-
ter asagolfer inthe 2008 SWCSgolf event.

Jakeisan UNL Senior mgjoringinAgronomy. He
grew up on afarm and ranch operation at Sargent, Ne-
braska. He statesthat conservation servesall involved well
asmoney can be saved, environmental degradation can be
minimized and thefuturegenerationswill hopefully have
resourcesto usethemselves. Hehasacow/calf operation
of hisownand workswith hisfather onthefarmandranch
operation. Hisgoal isto returnto thefarmtowork with
hisfather and also begin hisown crop consulting business.

The Nebraska SWCS chaptersare pleased to
announce thesetwo scholarship winners. Please con-
gratul ate them when you seethem and encouragethem as
they pursue careersinthenatural resourcefield.

2009 Northern PlainsTechnical Conference
PresentationsAvailable

The presentationsgiven a theNorthern Plains
Technica Conferencearenow online. Goto
www.ndswcs.org to catch up on thegreat information
provided. Then make plansto attend afuture leadership or
technical conference sponsored by the Northern Plains
SWCSchapters!

Ballot must bereceived by June 5, 2009.

BALLOT —Nebraska Soil and Water Conservation Foundation, Board of Director, 5-year term

VOTE FOR ONE

Randa Gunn, Grand Island, NE —Hasworked asaconservationist for Nebraska SCS/NRCSsince
1983 in Nelson, Geneva, Wahoo and Wayne. Currently serving asRC& D Coordinator with South Central NE RC& D
in Doniphansince 1998. SWCSDirector for South Central section since 1998.

Cameron Loerch, Lincoln, NE—NRCS State Soil Scientist. Hasbeen amember of SWCSthroughout
30 plusyear career asasoil scientist. Currently holdsthe secretary position for the Nebraska Chapter.

Paul D. Smith, Lincoln, NE — Retired asaResource Conservationist with SCSin 1994. He helped
organizethefoundation and hasbeeninvolved withit for 20 years, serving as Treasurer and handling the scholarship

application process.

(Writein name)
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Return Ballot by mail or email by June5, 2009 to:

KrisReed, 1629 140 Road, Pleasant Dale, NE 68423-9000

Emall at: Keystonel447@windstream.net

All SWCSmembersaredigibletovote.
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Drop by the SWCSNetwor k!

If you' ve not taken thetimeto seewhat the SWCS
Network isall about, please do so. Similar to Facebook
and other “ onlinecommunities’, thisoneisfor people
interested in conservation of natural resources. Signing up
isfree, easy and painless, and there are now approxi-
mately 700 people participating. Onceyou'rein, you' |l be
ableto browsethrough all of the groupsthat have been
started to discuss varioustopicsand issues- currently
thereareover 38 groupsranging fromtopicssuch as
conservation photography and conservation education, to
soil quality/soil health andirrigation water management and
conservation engineering. There' sarelatively recent group
called SWCSMentor Program for “the benefit student
membersand young profess onal sentering the conserva-
tionfied".

You can personalizeyour ‘homepage’ by giving as
little or asmuch information about yoursdlf asyou want.
You can limit theamount of messagesyou want to receive,
and befriend whomever you want. You can evenremain
anonymous, if youwish, by giving afakename- such as
Perrie Phyton, Rip Buffer, and Secchi Dissque (real fake
nameson the Network!)

TheNetwork isjust another tool to gaininsight and
information. We even have a“ Nebraska Chapters’ group
that can be used to passalong local event, project,
research, or other relevant info, or ask questionsthat may
cometo mind. Log on and seewhat you' remissing!

You can accessthe Network from themain SWCS
homepage (Www.swcs.org) or by going directly to http:/
swesnetwork.ning.con.

FROM:
SUBJECT:

Peggie James, SWCS President
SWCSMeritAward

Itismy pleasureto inform you that the SWCS Board
of Directorshasnamed BluebirdsAcrossNebraskaasa
Merit Award Recipient for 2009. Thisand other awards
will be presented at an Awards L uncheon on Tuesday, July
14th at noon during our 2009 Annual Conference. The

2009 Annual Conferencewill beheld at the Hyatt Re-
gency Dearbornin Dearborn, Michigan July 1115,
20009.

BluebirdsAcross Nebraska (BAN) promotesthe
conservation of nongamewildlife speciessuch asbluebirds
and wood ducks, which area“value-added” benefit of
conserving soil and water resources. BAN membershave
established trailsin 12 Nebraska state Parks and con-
structed/ingtalled approximately 30,000 bluebird housesto
date. Monitoring hasreported arecord of 26,385 blue-
birdsfledged in 2006 and 22,856 in 2007. BAN was
a so, involved inthe construction and install ation of 200
wood duck nesting boxesover athree-year period. This
was accomplished through volunteer effortsof nearly 1900
Ban members, with 61 county coordinatorsin afour state
area.

L earn more about the SWCS annual conferenceon
thethe SWCSwebsite containing annual conference
informationat:

http://mwww.swcs.org/en/conferences/
2009_annua_conference/

Pleasebe awarethat the prestigiousMerit Award is
giveninrecognition of an outstanding activity, product, or
service by agroup, businessfirm, corporation, or organi-
zation that promotesthe conservation of soil, water, and
related natura resources.

AUSTIN HORN RECEIVESSCHOLARSHIP

AustinHornwaschosen fromafield of fourteen
applicantsto betherecipient of a$1000 Soil and Water
Conservation Society Scholarship. Augtinisasophomore
at Chadron State Collegemgjoringin Range Ecology. He
isthe son of Rod & Deb Horn of Sidney.

The scholarship wasdonated in memory of Tina
L orentzen Carlson from Chappell, Nebr. Tinarecently
worked at the Bridgeport Natural Resources Conserva
tion Service. Thedonorsof thescholarshipto SWCSare
Doug Carlson of Chappell, Nebraska, and Ron and Agnes
Lorentzen of Annapolis, Maryland.

Thescholarshipisoffered annualy to college stu-
dentsmgoringinnatural resourcesin Nebraska. Anita
Nein made the presentation (see photo on page 1).

http://incolor.inetnebr.com/dougg/swcs/
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26thANNUAL LEGISLATIVE BREAKFAST

TheAnnual Legidative Breskfast of the Nebraska
Chapter of the Soil Water Conservation Society washeld
February 27, 2009 in the Nebraska State Office Building.
KrisEthridge, President, Nebraska Chapter SWCS
served asthe M C. Our Speaker thisyear was Doug
Hallum, Nebraska Dept. of Natural Resources.

TheNDNRisproviding leadershipinaninitiativeto
eval uate existing topographic dataand devel op an ap-
proach to improvetheresolution and accuracy of their
dataset. The purpose of thisinitiativeisto acquire new
high-resolution el evation datafor the entire state that can
beused by state and local agenciestoincrease scientific
accuracy and reduce coststhat areadirect result of the
inaccuracy of thedata. Doug will demonstratethe funda-
mental need for thisinitiativeand provide backgroundona
new technology that may be used to accomplishthese
purposesand provide benefitsbeyond the public sector.
Onetechnology under investigationisLIDAR (Light
Detectionand Ranging). LIDAR isaremotesensing
system used to collect topographic data.

Rolls, coffeeand orangejuice served. Cost: $2.00
per person. State Senatorsand the speaker werefree.
Coordination: Program, Coffee and room set-up: Kris
Reed. Rollsandjuice: Va Bohaty. Finances: David

Langemeier.
Attendance: Nebr. Legis. Offices 6
Retired 3
NRCS Nebraska 5
Nebr. DNR 7

Nebr. Dept. of Ag 1
NRD/NEQ Liaison 1
Med-Tech 1
Total 24
David Langemeier,
Treasurer, Nebraska Chapter SWCS

Norther PlainsTechnical Conference Summary

Inthe shadow of Mount Rushmorethe Northern
Plains SWCS Chaptersrecently held the“ Conservation,
Sustaining Our Future” Technical Conference. Day one
focused on Energy and Conservation. Topicsincluded
Bio-energy and Soil Quality, Conservation Planning for
Biofuelsand Conservation and Energy Production. During
theevening medl, Dr. Gary Peterson of CSU gavean
updateonthe“DigIt” Smithsonian Display. Oncethe
“Diglt” display endsit’scurrent runin Washington D.C. it
will tour the United States pending funding.

Day two featured topicson Soil Quality and Water
Quality with presentationson Soil Quaity Concepts, Using
Cover Cropsto Enhance Soil Health, Your Plow Just

Wrecked my Living Room, Cropping Systems, Water
Quiallty Trading Concepts, Water Quality Sampling and
Protocol, Water Quality and Salinity Impactsinthe
Northern Plains, Modesand Toolsfor Water Quality,
Emerging Water Qudity Contaminantsand aConservation
Planner Round Table.

Day threefeatured break out sessionson AFO/
CAFO Rule Update, Pesticidesand Water Quality, Air
Quality Concerns, Pollinators, Rainfall Smulator, SWCS
Networking Internet Site, Carbon Credits, Visual Smula-
tionsfor Communicating Conservation and Carbon
Budget Cdculations.

Most of the abovetopic presentationsare available
for review at the North Dakota SWCSwebsite (http://
www.ndswcs.org/).

Somesummary notesfrom the above presentations:

- Tekethe“E” out of “ET”
- We should not planto MinimizeaL oss, rather planto

Restoreand Enhance.

- It takes 2700l bs of residueto just feed soil microbes.
- Soil Microbesin Early Successional soil = Bacteria

Dominant.

- Soil Microbesin Late Successiona soil = Fungi

Dominant.

- Erosionisasymptom, what isthe problem?

-Weareuseto seeing “failed” systems, what doesa
successful soil systemlook like?

- Nutrient cyclingislife.

- Mitigate Soil Salinity with added calcium, increased

SOM and add sulfur.

- 1 part per billion=121thimball inan Olympic sized
svimming pool.

- Geologic carbon present in our native plowed prairies
provided theenergy for early crop production.

- Geol ogic carbonisnow imported from great distances

(unsustainable) to provided the energy for crop

production.

Nebraska attendees at the NP Technical Conference, Feb. 2009
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K apelsReceives SWCSF Scholar ship

The Nebraska Soil and Water Conservation Foun-
dation 2008 $750 scholarship went to Kyle Kapels, a
student at Seward ConcordiaCollege.

Kyle Kapels and Val Bohaty

Soil and Water Conser vation Society 2008
I nter national Annual Conference
By KrisEthridge

| had the privilege of attending the SWCS 2008
International Annual Conferencein Tucson,AZ. Nothing
makes one appreciate the value of water morethan
TucsoninJuly! Theconferencefocused agreat deal on
bio-fuel production and rel ated conservationissues, but
therewere many other incredible presentations on topics
including Environmenta Policy, the Midwest Floodsof
2008, and Global Climate Change. Thequality presenters
and timely subject matter made every presentation amust
See.

| attended the State of the Society Addressgiven by
current SWCS president Peggy James. Shedid agreat
job reaffirming our society’ sdedicationto our missionto
foster the science and art of natural resource conservation.
Shealso encouraged each chapter to promote the society
and demongtrated theimportance of continuing to recruit
new members. | also attended aregional roundtable
luncheon with other chapter officersfromthe Northern
PlainsRegionled by Mary Miller, Regional Director. We
arevery fortunateto have Mary assuch avaluablere-
sourcewithinour region. Her enthusiasm and commitment
to SWCSwascontagious. It wasgreat to make connec-
tionsand devel op friendshipswith other peopleinthe
region, and to shareideas on how to promote our indi-
vidual chepters.

Therewereover 650 conservation professionas
fromall over theworld at the conference. | even had the
opportunity tovisit withaSWCS er from Canadaand one
from Great Britian. Theexperienceisonel will treasure
and | strongly encourage everyoneto attend this confer-
ence. | am certainthat if more people could seethefull
reach of SWCSat the nationa level, therewould be much
greater support and participation by our members. If you
would liketo find out more about the 2008 conference
and seelocationsfor future conferences, pleasevisit the
SWCSwebsite at Www.SWcs.org.

Members.

Kuzila, Mark (UNL)

Chick, Steve (USDA NRCS)
Ethridge, Kris (USDA NRCS)
Mountford, Thomas(LPNNRD)
Dosskey, Mike (USDA FS)

Other Nebraskans:
Swanson, Robert (USGS)
awarded by the Foundation.

Silent Auction

A dlent auctionwill againbeheld during our state
meeting thisyear. The purposeof thiswill betoraise
money for our student scholarship programsandto help
with the expenses of workshopsand other activities
related to thisyears state convention.

Weareasking for itemsyou would roughly valuein
therangeof 10- 50 dallars. If you are planning to attend
thisyear’sconvention and would liketo bring adonated
item, pleaselet Darwin Hinrichsknow. Wewill needto
know what theitemisand whoit iscoming from so credit
canbegivenwhiletheitemisdisplayed at theauction and
so athank you note can be sent to the donor. You may
also send your donated item with someoneelsewhois
attending or give Darwinacal about it. Previousitems
haveincluded: winebottles, crafts, books, CD’s, gloves,
picturesand numerous other items. You may contact
Darwin about questionsfor thisauction or information
about your donated itemsat:

Darwin Hinrichs, PO Box 487, Trenton, NE 69044
(1 308-334-5292)
darwin.hinrichs@ne.usda.gov

http://incolor.inetnebr.com/dougg/swcs/
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Nebraska SWCS Chapter
13550 W US HWY 34
Malcolm, NE 68402

Nebraska Soil and Water Conservation Society - By-Laws Changes Ballot
A Ballot to approve the proposed changes to the Nebraska SWCS By-Laws.

Summary of proposed changes (full version of edits available on website listed at bottom of this sheet):

To amend the Nebraska SWCS Chapter By-Laws with appropriate wording to allow for the members of the
Northeast SWCS Chapter to become a new “Section” of the Nebraska SWCS Chapter. Other items being
considered for changes in this amendment includes the appropriate wording to allow for the addition of a
“Section” to accommodate the new Northeast “Section”. Also included is wording to update the By-Laws to
recognize new forms of communications in business such as conference calls, email and the internet.

VOTE
Return this Ballot by June 8, 2009 to:

Yes - To Approve By-Laws Changes
Kris Ethridge, 821 N 5th, Seward, NE 68434

or No - Do Not Change By-Laws

Email your vote to: Kris.Ethridge@ne.usda.gov

Thefirst Newdetter | worked on was February 1991, taking over for Paul Smith. Publishing the newd etter over
theyearshas been agreat opportunity for getting to know folksand the basic workings of SWCS. Wecanal look
forward to the newdl etter taking on afresh appearancein the near future! Sarah Reece has agreed to take on thetask
of keeping the Nebraska Chapter informed of recent and planned happenings.

Doug Garrison

SWCS NEWS - Page 6 http://incolor.inetnebr.com/dougg/swcs/ April 2009




