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INTRODUCTION

Saturday evening has frequently been my evefingcomposing music. Late one
Saturday evening towards the end of summer in 28, the rest of the family had gone
to bed, | felt an urge to write an evening anthemchoir and organ. | looked around for a
possible text, and it soon became clear that StorAse'Deus, Creator Omniuwas a
perfect text for an astronomer to set to music.erQlie following 8 months, with a lot of
encouragement from my son Timothy, to whom it ididated, the anthem was completed.

The text oDeus Creator Omniurwas composed by St. Ambrose (340 - 397 AD), one of
the first and greatest hymn writers of the churdfhe hymn is contained in virtually all
ancient breviaries and was used for Saturday Vesper

St. Augustine quoted the first two stanzasmnohis autobiographic&onfessionsHe
describes there how the two stanzas came to miine agas lying awake in bed the night
after the funeral of his mother, St. Monnica, ir¥ 3. St. Augustine also opens the last
section ofDe Beata Vitawith St. Monnica herself quoting the hymn's fidiale (“fove
precantes Trinitas") in a philosophical discussioasnd his friends were having.

Such a fine text d3eus Creator Omniurhas naturally led several people to produce
English paraphrases. Since these translators dbopeeserve the meter of the original
Latin and, in addition, to make the English couplehyme, the paraphrases are not
word-for-word translations. As an aid for undensliag the text oDeus Creator Omnium
a composite of three paraphrases is given on tkepage. Verse 1 is taken from J. D.
Chambers irfCooke's Hymnaryverses 2 to 5 are taken from Charles Bigg in Yang
Williams' 1906The English Hymnaknd the last verse is taken from F. A. WrighEathers
of the Church

The English paraphrases have been inserted wodee of the Latin text in the vocal
score in order that singers may, as St. Paul siyg) with understanding'tgiAw o€ Kal Tw
vol - | Cor 14:15.

The anthem is intended to be sung without whra
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Deus, Creator Omnium

Deus, creator omnium
polique rector, vestiens
diem decoro lumine,
noctem soporis gratia,

artus solutos ut quies
reddat laboris usui
mentesque fessas allevet
luctusque solvat anxios.

Grates peracto iam die

et noctis exortu preces
votis, reos ut adiuves,
hymnum canentes solvimus.

Te cordis ima concinant,
Te vox canora concrepet,
Te diligat castus amor,
Te mens adoret sobria,

ut cum profunda clauserit
diem caligo noctium,
fides tenebras nesciat

et nox fide reluceat.

Christum rogemus et patrem
Christi Patrisque Spiritum,
unum potens per omnia
fove precantes Trinitas.
Amen.

God, the Creator of All Things

O Blest Creator, God Most High,
Great Ruler of the starry sky,

Who robing day with beauteous light
Hast clothed in soft repose the night,

That rest may comfort weary men,
And brace to useful toil again,

And soothe awhile the harassed mind,
And sorrow's heavy load unbind.

Day sinks; we thank Thee for Thy gift;
Night comes; and once again we lift

Our prayer and vows and hymns that we
Against all ills may shielded be.

Thee let the secret heart acclaim,
Thee let our tuneful voices name,
Round Thee our chaste affections cling
Thee sober reason own as King,

That when black darkness closes day,
And shadows thicken round our way,
Faith may no darkness know, and night
From faith's clear beam may borrow light.

Hail we the Father and the Son

and Son's and Father's Spirit, one
blest Trinity who all obey;

guard Thou the souls that to Thee pray.
Amen.
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