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To my family pictured within:

π Acres Suite
Martin Gaskell

Op. 3.14159

  I.   Prelude - Allegro Energetico ("The Builders")                                  1

 II.   Allegretto Grazioso ("By the Fireplace")                                          8
        
III.  Tempo di Menuetto ("Dance")                                                          14

IV.   Sarabande and Intermezzo ("To the Stars")                                    22

  V.  Finale (March) - Alla Marcia                                                           26

Orchestral parts for the entire suite are available for purchase.
Parts to just the march (5th movement) may also be purchased separately.

DURATION OF ENTIRE SUITE  =  23 - 24 minutes



In 2003 we were able to fulfill one of the dreams of my wife, Barbara, and buy an acreage out in 
the countryside.  We homeschool our children and when you homeschool everything becomes a 
learning experience!  So Barbara gave the children the task of determining the area of the acreage.  
The answer came out to be 3.14 acres.  "π Acres!" said the family and our new home thus got a 
name.  And so this suite got its name too (and an opus number!)

Barbara designed her dream house herself.  To save money she and the kids did a lot of the interior 
construction and finishing themselves.  In my mind the first movement of the π Acres Suite depicts 
the family cheerfully and busily at work on the house in the fall of 2004.  

The delicate second movement was composed soon after we moved out to π Acres in December 
2004.  It depicts Barbara and I in our rocking chairs in front of the fireplace.

Laura and I like to go dancing!  You can interpret the third movement anyway you want, but here's
my take on it.  I see it as a sort of ballet scene.  The outer sections are an elaborate, syncopated 
formal court dance danced in the tempo of a minuet by courtiers.  In the contrasting middle section 
the prince and princess enter and start waltzing.  The whole crowd gets swept up in this.  The  waltz 
dies down, the prince and princess recede into the distance and the movement ends quietly with 
a recapitulation of the formal court dance.

One of the reasons for choosing the site of π Acres was the dark sky.  The fourth movement "To the 
stars" was inspired by the dark starlit sky over π Acres.  As an astronomer I often think of the third 
and fourth verses of Psalm 8: "When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon 
and the stars which You have ordained; what is man that You take thought of him?"

The suite ends with a triumphant march which can be played as a stand-alone number.

The suite was first performed by a small string orchestra of our family and friends at a private
house concert at π Acres in the summer of 2005.  An optional trombone part at the end of the last 
movement was added because, as was explained in the program notes, "Despite unsubtle hints,
Timothy has not learned how to play 'cello!"

The inspiration of π Acres did not stop with this suite.  There is a second suite for strings: the 
Windy Hill Suite. (π Acres is on top of a hillthat is often windy.)  The Fantasia for Harp  and 
Strings was also inspired in part by  our move out to π Acres.

                                                                                                                                    Martin Gaskell

The ππππ Acres Suite
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�

	
� 	
� 	
�

	

� 	
� 	
�

3

	��	 	 	 

	
�� 	 

	
�� 	



	
�� 	 

	
�� 	 


�

�
�
�
�

	
� 	
� 	
�

	
� 	
� 	

�

	
� 	
� 	
�

	

�

	
� 	

�

	

�

	
� 	

�

3

	�� 	 	 	 

	

�� 	 

	
� 	 

	

�
� 	 

	

�
� 	 


3

	 	 	 	 

	
 	 

	
 	 

	
 	 


�

3

	 	 	 	 


	
 	 

	
 	 


	
 	 

�
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III. 
Dance



�

�

�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

�

�
�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��
























�

�
�
�
�

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

�

�
�
�
�

24 	
 	
 	
 
	 �	


	
 	
 
	 �	

	
 	
 
	 �	

	
 	� ��
	
 	� ��

� 


� 

�� 

� 

� 


�
�
�
�

C	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	
 	
�� 	�
� 	

�

	 	� 	�

� 	
� 	
� 	

�

	 	 	 	 	 	

� 	
� 	

� 	
�

� 

� 

	 	 	 	 	 	

� 

�

	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	


	
 	
 	

	
 	
 	

	
 	
 	


�

�

�

�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

�

�
�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

31 	
 	
 	
 
	 �	


	
 	
 
	 �	

	
 	
 
	 �	

	
 	� ��

� �
�


�


�

�

	
 	
 	
 	
 	

	
 	
 	
 	
 	


�

�
�
�
�

D	
�� 	
� 	
�

	
�� 	
� 	
�
	
�� 	


� 	
�

	
�� 	
 	
 	
 	
 	

	
�� 	
 	
 	
 	
 	


3

	�� 	 	 	 

	
� � 	 

	
�� 	 

	

 	 

	
� 	 


�

�
�
�
�

	
� 	
� 	
�

	
� 	
� 	

�

	
� 	

� 	
�

	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	

	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	


3

	� 	 	 	 

	
� 	 

	
� 	 

	
 	 

	

�

	 


�

�
�
�
�

3

	 	 	 	 


	
 	 


	
 	 

	
 	 

	
 	 


�

�

�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

�

�
�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��
























�

�
�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

���

���

���

���

���

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

�

�
�
�
�

38

3

	 	 	 	 


	
 	 

		
 		 


	
 	 


	
 	 


1	 	 	 	 	 	

1

	
 	
 	� 	 	

1	
 		
 		 		 	

1	
 	
 	 	 	

1	
 	
 	 	 	


�

	 
 


	 
 

	 
 

	
 	
 	
 	
 	


	 
 


�

�

�

�

�

2	 	 	 	 	 	

2

	
 	
 	� 	 		
2	
 		
 		 		 	� 

2	
 	
 	 	 		

2	
 	
 	 	 	


Piu animato (� = 140)


�



��

��


��

�

�
�

(leggieramente)

�

�

�� 	�
�� 	�

�

�

�

�� 	�
�� 	�

�
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�

�

�
�
�

�

�
�
�
�

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

�

�
45

�
�

	

�
�

	
�� 	�
�� 	�

�

�
4 	

� 	
�� 	�
�� 	�

�

�

�
	 
	 �	

	 
	

4

�	

�� 	�
�� 	�

�

�
4

	

� 	
�� 	�
�� 	�

�

�

�

�� 	�
�� 	�

�

�

�

�� 	�
�� 	�

�

�

��
�

	

�
�

	
�� 	�
�� 	�

�

� 	

� 	
�� 	�
�� 	�

�

�

�
	4 
	 �	

	 
	 �	


4

�� 	�
�� 	�

�

�

�
� 	

� 	
�� 	�
�� 	�

�

�

�

�
�
�

�

�
�
�
�

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

55 �

�

�� 	�
�� 	�

�

�
�

�
�

	4

�
�

	

�� 	�
�� 	�

�

�

�
	� 
	 �	

	� 
	 �	

�� 	�
�� 	�

�

	 
	 �	

	 
	 �	

�� 	�
�� 	�

�


	 �	 	 	


	 �	 	 	
�� 	�
�� 	�

�

� 	
4

� 	
�� 	�
�� 	�

�

�

�

E �

�
�

����� 		�
��� 	�

divisi

�

�
�

���� 		�
��� 	�

�

�

�

�� 	

�
�

	
�
�

	�
�

	
��� 		�
�� 	�

� 	

� 	
� 	� 	
��� 		�
�� 	�

�

�

�
�
�

�

�
�
�
�

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

�
�

�

�
�

65 �	 � 
	 �	

�	 � 
	 �	
�	 � 
	 �	�	 � 
	 �	
���� 		�
��� 	�

� �	 �

� �	 �
� �	 �� �	 �
��� 		�
�� 	�

�
�

�

�
�

���� 		�
��� 	�

�
�

�

��

3

	 	 	

�
�

3	 	 	
�
�

3	 	 	�
�

3

	 	 	
���� 		�
��� 	�


	 �	 	 	


	 �	 	 	


	 �	 	 	
	 �	 	 	

��� 		�
�� 	�

�
�

�
�
�

�	 � 
	 �	

�	 � 
	 �	
�	 � 
	 �	�	
� 
	 �	

��� 		�
��� 	�

� �	 �
� �	 �
� �	 �� �	 �
��� 		�
�� 	�

unis.

�

�

F �

�
�

���� 		�
��� 	�

�
�
�

�
�

��
3

	 	 	

�
� 3

	 	 	
��� 		�

��� 		�
�� 	�
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�

�

�
�
�

�

�
�
�
�

�

�
�
�
�

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

74 	�� 	4 	�

	� 	 	�
��� � 		�

���� 		�
��� 	�

�
�
�

�
�


	 �	 	 	


	 �	 	 	�

�� 		
��� 		�
�� 	�

	� 	 	�

	�� 	 	
��� � 		�

���� 		
��� 	

	� 	 	�

	�� 	 	
��� � 		�

���� 		
��� 	

riten.

	�� 	� 	�
	� 	� 	�
�� 	�
��� 		�
�� 	�

marcartissimo

�

�

� 	
	�� 	� 	�
��� �		� �
	� 	 	

�� 	�
�

�

a tempo ma un poco piu largamente (� = 130)

�

�

��� 	��
���� 		��
� 	

�

�

��� 	��
��� 		��
� 	

�

�

unis.

�

�

pizz.

legato

legato

���
�

	

��
�

	
��
� 		

�

	
� 	

	
 	


	
 	

� 	

�

�

�
�
�

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

83

� 	

� 	
��
� 		

�

	
� 	

	
 	


	
 	

� 	

	� 
	 �	

	� 
	 �	

��
� 		

�

	
� 	

	
 	


	
 	

� 	

� �	 �

� �	 �

��
� 		

�

	
� 	

	
 	


	
 	

� 	

���
	

�� 	
��
� 		

�

	
� 	

	
 	


	
 	

� 	


	 �	� 	 	



	 �	� 	 	

��
� 		

�

	
� 	

	
 	


	
 	

� 	

	� 
	 �	


	� 
	 �	

��
� 		

�

	
�� 	
 	
 	
 	
 	

� 	

� �	 �

� �	 �

��
�

		
�

	
� 	

	
 	


	
 	

� 	

�� 	

�� 	
��
� 		

�

	
� 	
 	
 	
 	
 	

� 	

�

�

�
�
�

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

91 	� 
	 �	


	� 
	 �	

��� 		�

	
� 	

	
 	


	
 	

� 	

	� 
	 �	


	� 
	 �	

��
�

		�

	
� 	

	
 	


	
 	

� 	


	 �	
 	 	


	 �	
 	 	


��
� 		

�

	
� 	
 	
 	
 	
 	

� 	

� �	 �

� �	 �
��
�

	�

	
� 	
 	
 	

	
 	


� 	

�
cantabile

�
cantabile

�
�

pizz.

�
G� �	


�

	
 	
 	
 	


�
�

3	 	 	
��

3

	 	 	

	
 	

	
 	


	
 	

� 	


�
 �	
� 	

4 	
 	4 	


� 	4

� 	

	
 	

	
 	


	
 	

� 	


� �	

� 	
 	
 	
 	


	� 
	 �	
4

	4� 
	 �	

	
 	

	
 	
 	
 	


� 	


�
 �	
� 	
4 	
 	4 	


� 	
� 	

	
 	

	
 	


	
 	

� 	
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�

�

�
�
�

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

�
�

�
�

�
99 �
 �	
� 	
 	
 	
 	


�
3	 	 	

�
3

	 	 	

	
 	

	
 	


	
 	
	



	

� �	

	
 	


	
 	

� 	
� 	

	
 	

	
 	


	
 	

	 
 	

�
 �	
 	
 	
 	
 	

�

3	 	 	
�

3

	 	 	

	
 	

	
 	


	
 	
	



	

H �

� 	
� 	

	
 	

	
 	


	
 	

	 
 	

�
�

�

� 	
� 	

	
 	

	
 	


	
 	

	 
 	

�

� 	
� 	

	
 	

	
 	


	
 	

	 
 	

�

�

�

�

�


�

�

	
 	

	
 	


	

	 
 


�


�

�

	
 	

	
 	


	
�

�

�

�
�
�

�

�
�
�
�

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

107 �


�

�

	
 	

	
 	

�

�


�

�

	
 	

	
 	

�

�
�

�
arco 

I �

�


 	4
�

	


��
�


��

�

 	1� 	

�
�



��
�


��

�
�
�



	4� 	

� 	
� 	


��
�


��


 	1
�

	

� 	
� 	


��
�


��



	4
�

	

	 
	 �	
	 
	 �	


��
�


��


 	1
�

	

� 	
� 	


��
�


��

�

�

�

�


 	4� 	


��
�


��

�

�

�
�
�

�

�
�
�
�

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

�
116


 	1
�

	
�
�



��
�


��

�
�



	4� 	1

� 	
� 	


��
�


��


 	4� 	1

�
4 	
� 	


��
�


��



	4
�

	1

	4 
	 �	
	 
	 �	4



��
�


��


 	1
�

	
� 	
� 	


��
�


��

�

�
�

���� 		�
��� 	�

�

�
�

���� 		�
��� 	�

�
�
�
�
�

J �

� 	
� 	
��� 		�
�� 	�

�

 	4 	

1

�
4

	
� 	
��� 		�
�� 	�


 	 	
�
�

��� 		�
�� 	�
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�

�

�
�
�

�

�
�
�
�

���
���
���
���
���

�

�
�
�
�

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

126 �

� 	
� 	
��� 		�
�� 	�


 	4 	1

�
4

	
� 	
��� 		�
�� 	�


 �

�
4

	
� 	
��� 		�
�� 	�

�

�

�

�


�

�

4


�
��� 		�
�� 	�

�


�

�

��� 		�
�� 	�

�


�

�


��

�

�


�

�


��
�

�

�

�

�

�	
� 
 

�	 � 
 

�		 � 
 


�

�

�
�
�
�

�

�

�

Tempo di Menuetto (� = 120)
K

	
 	
 	


	
 	
 	

	
 	
 	


�
�

�

�

�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

�

�
�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

�

�
�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

136 	
 	
 	
 	 	 	

	
 	
 
	� �	

	
 	
 
	 �	


�
�

� 


� 

� 


�
�

	� 	
 	�

	� 	� 	�
��� 	��

�
�

�� 	�

�� 	�
�� 	�

�
�

	 	 	� 	�

	� 	� 	�
	� 	� 	�

�
�

� 

� 

� 


�
�

	
� 	
 	


	
� 	
 	

	
� 	
 	


�
�

	
 	
 	
 	 	 	

	
 	
 	� 	 	
	
 	
 	 	 	�

�
�

�

�

�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

�

�
�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

144

� 


� 

�� 


�
�

�

�
�

L

	
�
�

	� 	�
�

	
�

	 	

�
�

	
�

� 	
�

� 	
� 	

�

	 	 	� 	�
�

� 	
� 	

�

�
4 


�

� 

� 


�

�

�

�

	
 	
 	


	
 	
 	

	
 	
 	


�
�

	
 	
 	
 
	 �	


	
 	
 
	 �	

	
 	
 
	 �	


�
�

� 


� 

� 


�
�

�

�
�
�
�

M	
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�

�

�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

�

�
�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

153

3

	 	 	 	 

	
 	 

	
 	 

	
 	 

	
 	 


	
 	
 	


	
 	
 	

	
 	
 	


	
 	
 	

	
 	
 	


3

	 	 	 	 

	
 	 

	
 	 

	
 	 

	
 	 


3

	 	 	 	 

	
 	 

	
 	 

	
 	 

	
 	 


3

	 	 	 	 


	
 	 

	
 	 


	
 	 


	
 	 


	 	 	
 
	 �	


	
 	
 
	 �	

	
 	
 
	 �	

	
 	� ��
	
 	� ��

� 


� 

� 

� 

� 


�

�
�

N
	
�
	 	 	 	 	

�

	
�

	 	

�
�

	
�

�

�

�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

�

�
�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

161

	 	� 	
�

�� 	�

� 	
�

	 	 	 	 	 	
�

�� 	
� 	

�

�� 

�

	 	 	 	 	 	
� 


�

	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	


	
 	
 	

	
 	
 	

	
 	
 	

	
 	
 	


	
 	
 	
 	 	 	

	
 	
 	� 	 	
	
 �
 	 	� 

	
 	
 	 	 	

	
 	
 	 	 	


� 


� 

	� 	
 	
 	


 	


� 


� 


�

�

�

�

pizz.

O	
 	
 	


	
 	
 	

	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	


	 	 	
�

�

�

�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

�

�
�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

168

3

	 	 	 	 

	
 	 

	
 	 

	 	

	

�

	
 	
 	


	
 	
 	

	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	


	 	 	
�

3

	 	 	 	 


	
 	 

	
 	 

	 	 	

�

3

	 	 	 	 


	
 	 

	
 	 

	 	 	

�

3

	 	 	 	 


	
 	 

	
 	 


	 	 	
�

	 	 	
 	 	 	

	
 	
 	� 	 	

	
 	
 	 	 	

� 	 


�


�


�

�

�

�

�

�
�
�
�
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�

�

�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

�

�
�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

�
pizz.

�
pizz.

�
pizz.

�
pizz.

Poco meno mosso (� = 106)P176 	 	 	

	 	� 	
	 	 	
	 	 	

�

	 	 	 
	 �	

	 	 ��
	 	 �
	 	 �

�

� 


� 

� 


� 

� pizz.

�

	 	 	

	 	 	
� 	
� 	
� 	

� 	

� 	
� 	
� 	
� 	

	 	 	 	

� 	
� 	

� 	

� 	

� 

� 

� 

� 

� 


Meno mosso (� = 92)	 	 	

	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	

	 	 	

	 	
	 	

	 	

	 	

�

�

�
�
�

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

��

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

185

� 	

�� 

� 

� 

� 


�

�

�

�

�


�


�

�

�

�
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�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�

��
��
��
��
��

Violini I

Violini II

Viole

Violoncello

Contrabass

�
�
�
�
�

Adagio (� = 66)��		 
	 	
�		
���� ����
����
��

��		� �	 	
���
��

� 	
� 	

��
	� 	 	
	 	 	
��
��

	
� � 	 	

� 	
� 	
� 	
� 	

�	 �	 	
���1

	 �
���
���

	 ��
���

� 	���
��

�
�
�
�
�

ben marcato

ben marcato

�����	 ���� ���� �	� 
	� 	��	� 
	� 	�

�� �
�� �
�� �
��� �
�� �

�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

�
�
�
�
�

A9 ��		
�� �


	 	
�	
����

�
����
���� ��

�	 �	 	�
� 	
�� 	
���� ��

��		 �	 	
����
����
��
��

�� 4 �
�� �
	 	� 	��� �
�� �

�
�
�
�
�

��		 �	� 	
���

�

��� ����
��

	 ��

��� ����
� 	��� 	��

��		� 
	 	
�	
��� ����
����
���

	 	� �
�� 	��

�
�� �
� �
� �

�
�
�
�
�

B	� 	� 	
���


��
����
����

�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�

��
��
��
��
��

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

18 	 	� 	�� �
� �
� �
� �
� �

ben marcato

		�� ��
��� 


�� 	��
���
���

����
������

�

�	�� 
	� 	� 	��
��� ���

���
������




����	�� 
	�� 	��	� �	� 	

��� �
����
� �
��

�

���
�

�� �

�
�
�
�
�

C ��		�
� �	� 	�
�� 	
����
��
��

	 	� �
�� 
 �
�� �
� 	�
� 	�

�	� �	 	�
�����

�

���
����
����
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IV.
Saraband & Intermezzo

("To the stars")



�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

26 	� 	 	
�
 	�
�� �
�� �
�� �

��		� �	� 	�

�	 
	 	�
��� 		�
�� � 	�
�� � 	�

�
�
�
�
�

�	� � �	 	 	�
�	� � �	 	 	�
�����
���
���

	 ��
	 �
���

�� 	�
�� 	�

����
���� ���� �	� 
	� 	��	� 
	� 	�

sonore

sonore

		 � �
		 � �
		 � �
�� 	
	� �

�
�
�
�
�

Piu Largamente (� = 60)
D ��		

�

	� 	�	

����
�
����

�
����

�

��
�

������
	 	 	
�� 		
���
���

		 	 	
��� 	
� 	
����
��

�
�
�
�
�

��
��
��
��
��

��
��
��
��
��

V1

V2

Va

Vc

CB

35 	 	 	
��
����
���� ��

�
�
�
�
�

		 	 	
����



����
��
��

	 	 	4
�� �
�� �
�� �
�� �

E	 	 	
	
�

	 	
3	 	 	 3	 	 	 3	 	 	
3		 		 		

3		 		 		
3		 		 		

3	 	 	 3	 	 	 3	 	 	
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