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To my family and our old feathered friends pictured within:

Windy Hill Suite

(a second 77 Acres suite)

Martin Gaskell

[.  Misty Morning 1
.  Tempo di Pollo 7
[ll.  Mommy in her garden 14
V. Air 18
V. Jig and Apotheosis 22

DURATION OF ENTIRE SUITE = approx. 22 minutes

Orchestral parts for the entire suite are available for purchase.
Parts to just the second movement may also be purchased separately.



TheWindy Hill Suite

Our family's move out to ount’Acres" acreage at the end of 2004 inspired my Op. 3.14159, the
TtAcres Suite (see preface to the score of thAcres Suite). However, as is often the case when |
compose something, | ended up with more material than | could use. In this case the orphaned
material somehow became complete movements and these orphaned movements began to collec
themselves into a second suite for strings. At first | referred to this as "the auyted, but |

thought that sounds a bit sad! So | settled on calling the new suiéritheHill Suite, because

the hill on whichrt Acres is located is frequently windy.

The opening movement of tNéndy Hill Suite is a miniature tone poem describing the mists that
sometimes form overnight atAcres and soon dissolve as the sun warms the fields. This is my
second musical portrayal of going from the darkness of night into day. The first is a symphonic
poem calledAurora. Music students are often asked to write an essay in which they have to
"compare and contrast" two works that are similar in some way, so, in case any odesit ist
ever asked to do this here, let me give a little héipiora starts in the dark of @oudy overcast
night while thewindy Hill Suite starts on a&lear, perfectly still night with moonlight magically
glistening off mists below the hillAurora starts low in the 'cellos and double basses whil&\finely
Hill Suite starts high and quiet on the violins. Little by little it gets lighter as the music slépact
stages of the transformation of night into day. The first movement d¥itiay Hill Suite ends after
the sun is up with the remaining little patches of white mist dissolving in low-lying.area

In the second movement we get to hear#ak sounds oft Acres - our chickens and guineas! I'm

a strong believer in authentic performance practices, so | can reassure you thietd et key

our rooster, Gray, crowed in (G major), and | analyzed digital recordings of our female goigets
the tempo, rhythm, and accentuation of their calls correct! My wife, Barbara, atse tetord her
doing a fine imitation of a hen "bawking" after laying an egg (the real hens weren't so ceeperat
You might not know this, but chicken music is an important genre! | was first introduced to it when
our friend Bill Mathews put on amntire concert in Santa Cruz, California, of 400 years of chicken
music! On the other hand, as far as we know, this movement is the first piece of stristy@rche
music depictingguineas! (Maybe this is not surprising since, as our son, Daniel, put it: "guineas are
totally unmusical!") For those of you unfamiliar with guineas | need to explain that guireasvoa
main purposes: the first is to eat ticks and grasshoppers and the other is to make you laugh! They do
the latter by being very sociable and commenting raucously on anything that happens.

The third movement depicts Barbara happily out in her garden before the rest of the faanily. get

The fourth movement is a slow air. The centerpiece of the movement is an expressioe\sola f
accompanied by pianissimo muted strings.

The last movemendjg and Apotheosis, starts off with a dance. Here is where the wind of "Windy
Hill" gets blowing! | wrote steps for the dance and we danced it with lots of friends et one
our musical garden parties. TApotheosisis a transformation of the sunrise music of the opening
movement into a depiction of the glorious skyscapes we were treated to when the sun burst through
the clouds at sunset after storms.

Martin Gaskell
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[Note to conductor: the solo viola part is also

available in a part written out for solo violin.]

o 6 o || M4 ] o0 oo °
=== L L ===
T
ofo} o0 Q] oo efollo]
L ===
b b R b b b
I e
o | b ol R TR
N /| n /|
Loy =L Sy /_ Loy LSy 24/ LSy
AN
&N
o|e oo Nalo o|olo] o
NNAE K (\HEN { TN
=== L ===
st [acaul Jnnq_ [aeaul Yot Yot
q o] IR T
=Ly =L Sy S LSy \ LSy / LSy
o|e ool W oo oo |o o
y L] Y[ OV TTT®
. N [l
TN
oL o [ R R
[SCayl Seayl /, Cau o 34/ o
¥ W
Aamwll Ar, ) .-u.llp v K ) QL
(N N vl ! Sl LSy LSy
TR TG B =GNl N
S—TN T ——
g S O

Vin.

Va. solo

-19 -



N
g|¢ (Lo} QL wo olo} {
b b R & & R
SN
ol
o
Al A G R e
s feYoh jnnq_ fmJ feYasH [ate: Yo
Q A ||~ WY CIEN T
s \ Loy S 24/ \ [~ / =L Sy
qe
al Lk of [s i M| |s . L
B Al Ty R
Il
e[l
Oallol & MU & ol o &R &
| | | | |
QL
o [acay jnnq_ W [Scau o [aCau
| | Fl | | |
el
| | 11 | | |
NG NG, BE B2 & #
N —N T ——
g S O

Va. solo

L ~ L
1 1 1
H ol wl
(et = N — ) c
2| 3| v B bl gl
E g sl = S
2 s c S o)
3| e 3 ol & Sall]
b b b W b g b b
1 1 1 1 1 1
Y et Sl =Y ol (N ASH ASH
gl has ¢ 0 9, c
™
R |
|4 oo QL 0 eelol c
b b b b b b
i}
ik Wl Asll || TR, T
o \ [2caul [2caul \ [2cayl [SCau / [SCau
[ 1HEN
~
dll¢ M o] M, [ oo M coom ¢
[ . N [l ||MWV . N
gl oo ¢ 0 eelol c
<NJ NG apilsn apilan - -
SR o Iﬁ BN BN
N — S ———
— — o A . s
3 S S O
@
>

-20 -



mf—

R B ey
(L 1
AH
[] @R IRy
T T | 1e . .@f 0
T s I
1 g
‘B f. (Yl |ﬂ ol
1 fmJ (RS iu# fmJl Hﬂ.fmJ _HI
1 ]
()] (€ il Il
BEL
_ﬁJ. [ c " e T L 1IN
o)
BEL b TN QO N
[ | N I
1l 3
T L) 1 1 1
L) nNl
.J _IJ Al - g
Il L)
_I ) ip MTe TaN ol
] »
_|| .‘v i~ i~ i~ i~
||H ] ] T | R
MQ) _ﬁ| ”v MHH g & g g
I 1Y b L 108 T WW ‘WA
e W [ ) —
il 1R
S 3 3| =1
g < ; g
Al S ol 8 ¢l )
=|H m i i
g i dﬂ _
8 3
RIS B AR n{ ] AN
SN Do RE BEE BB
T g & ¢ 8
> s

divisi

&

¢]
—_—
©

con sordini

=38)

MeNo MOoSsso (J

-
124

[§]

prp

[¢]
S —

[ ]
[§]

divisi

ppp
—
divisi

o_——1

P
©

[§]
[§]

PP

pp(harmonic)

4

—]

con sordini

|
T T a-*1e
T i e —
~ ~  coh sordini

con sordini

i

can sordini

I
|
T o 1

V4

=
PN
*s

(solo (iola)

-

Ei

o
P —

mp

(s I
i~ i~ g
T T >
BER T ] ™ ,
I 1
_ll _ll i~ i~ g
i i R
~||.= e
=] ™
I i~ ] 1 |
1 s | il i
\l L]
AV iy
| | _ |
k|l |
|
.« |
HRA | |
Sk ek s S B
SN ——
- = I o o)
S > ]

Va. solo

[Note to conductor: the solo viola part at the end is cued into the 'cello

part in case the solo earlier is played on a violin.]
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