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Note: delete all brackets!

[Instructor's name]

[Course title]

[Date (e.g.: 10 Nov. 2011)]

[Your Original Title Here!—bold okay, but don't underline, or put in "quots."]


Your 1st-paragraph-or-so introduction begins here. DON'T begin with an announcement ("My paper will be about . . .") or a vague/boring generality ("Works of literature can mean many things. . . .") Try an intriguing quotation, an interesting anecdote, a rhetorical question, or anything that makes your first sentence or two "catchier."



[DON'T insert an extra line break between each paragraph.]

Now your body paragraphs, etc., etc. And while we're here, let's get that "pesky" parenthetical citation stuff nailed down. [For instance, the following:] Indeed, according to Stendhal, "A novel is a mirror . . . carried along the road" (25). Note that the author's name isn't in the par. cit. per se because we already know who said it from the context. Also, note the placement of the terminal quot. mark, and the terminal punctuation mark, and that there is no "p.," "pp.," or "pg." in MLA par. cit. style. (There are other fine points to MLA parenthetical citation, involving multiple authors, multiple works by the same author, etc.: see the MLA Handbook.)

Ah, another bête noire of mine: note also that the "dots" in ellipses have spaces before and after them—except for the 1st in a series of 4 (= the period). . . . Furthermore—there is no space before or after a—dash—even if you choose--instead--to use two--hyphens--for a dash. . . . Finally (whew!), standard American orthography still calls for double quotation marks—as in "huh?"—not single quot. marks. ('Huh?' = British usage, or that of semi-literate American news media outlets!)


Please avoid comma splices, comma-splice sentences are two complete sentences connected with just a comma (like this one). Also, sentence fragments bad. Like this one. Unless used for conscious rhetorical effect. If you know what I mean.

Back to quotations and citations: quoting a longer prose passage (more than 4 typewritten lines) or poetry passage (more than 3 lines) requires a 1" indent; but keep it double-spaced (as you should the whole paper). Note the differences from the in-text method: no quot. marks here, and the terminal punctuation comes before the parenthetical citation. E.g.:

A Native American poet has expressed this critique of Euro-colonialism as follows:
Then they [the colonizers] grow away from the earth

then they grow away from the plants and animals.

They see no life

when they look

they see only objects.

The world is a dead thing for them. (Silko 225)

Now the par. cit. needs the author's name, given my "cryptic" intro of the passage. (Also note that a full sentence/independent clause, followed by a colon, is the most proper way to introduce such quotations.) Another stylistic point: avoid introducing your quotation with a lengthy book or essay title; that's what the Works Cited page is for.


Conclusion paragraph (this is one short essay): just don't simply summarize/restate your thesis. At least your last sentence or two should "go out" with a rhetorical flourish: another quotation? Do some "framing" with the introduction? Point to further "ramifications" of your thesis? Promise me money for a good grade? (Humor is always acceptable, in the rhetorical context of T. Gannon's classes. . . .)

Works Cited [bold okay]

Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. City: Publisher, year. Print.

EXAMPLE:

Gannon, Thomas. Skylark Meets Meadowlark: Reimagining the Bird in British Romantic and Contemporary Native American Literature Lincoln: U of Nebraska P, 2009.

Lastname, Firstname. "Title of Essay/Poem/etc." Name of Anthology/Collection. Ed. Firstname Lastname. City: Publisher, year. [inclusive pp. #'s; e.g.:] 72-81. Print.

Lastname, Firstname.
 "Title of Journal Article." Name of Journal vol#.issue# (Date): [inclusive pp#'s]. Print.

EXAMPLE:

Gannon, Thomas. "Complaints from the Spotted Hawk: Flights and Feathers in Whitman's 1855 Leaves of Grass." Leaves of Grass: The Sesquicentennial Essays. Ed. Susan Belasco, Ed Folsom, and Kenneth M. Price. Lincoln: U of Nebraska P, 2007: 141-175.
Lastname, Firstname. Title of Web Page. Publisher/Sponsor [or: N.p.], Date (or: n.d.]. Web. Date accessed.

EXAMPLE: 

Gannon, Thomas. Great "Indian" Moments in Pop Culture. N.p., 13 May 2006. Web. 22 Oct. 2010.

OR (if web page is part of a larger [often academic or corporate] site/project):

Lastname, Firstname. "Title of (Individual) Web Page." Title of (Overall) Web Site. Publisher/Sponsor [or: N.p.], Date (or: n.d.]. Web. Date accessed.
EXAMPLE: 

Toensing, Gale Courey. "McCain Launches 'Broad Based Attack' on Indian Gaming Regulation." Indian Country Today. Indian Country Today, 30 July 2010. Web. 22 Oct. 2010.
= = = = = = = =

—See the MLA Handbook (google online!?) for other source types. See course syllabus for the course's Blackboard PDF files. 

Other Source-Documentation Notes:

* Alphabetize your Work Cited entries by the author's last name, or (if no author) by the 1st main word of the title.

* Note that web "pages" are virtual, and don't have real page #'s. Parenthetical citations, then, should only include the author's name or (if no author) the page's title. (In fact, in all cases, the par. cit. should "=" the first part of the Works Cited entry, be it author or title.)

* A Note on TITLES: Book, movie, CD titles, etc.—that is, whole works—are underlined; Parts of such wholes—titles of poems, songs, essays, short stories, etc.—are in "quots."

* Finally, Italics = underlining (use one or the other thruout), NOT "quot. marks"; that is, employing italics for poem, song, & essay titles is—uh—substandard.

- - - -

Final P.S.: The MLA stylesheet doesn't call for the extra line break before and after the essay title, and after the "Works Cited" header. I just think they look better, but feel free to omit them. Oh, but MLA does allow you to substitute a separate title page for the 4 header-info lines at the upper left of page one. (That is, put this info, and your title, on the title page instead.) However, your page numbering should still start after the title page.

� If available; but if the author—and also the publication date (which may simply be a year)—can't be found, it's probably not a web page worth using. . . . Above all, don't use "www.[whatever].com" as the first part of your entry, or as your in-text parenthetical citation.





